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The Society held the 2016 AGM on Monday 30th May at the Watervale Hotel with approximately 

sixteen people in attendance. 

 

The President reported on another successful year for the Society. The cottage continued to attract 

visitors including a group of seniors from Salisbury and 50 visitors from the Diocese of Willochra. 

Society members were also involved in the St Marks Pioneer Service, Quelltaler’s 150th Anniversary 

and Penwortham Day. Regrettably our Christmas lunch was cancelled due to extremely hot weather. 

The President thanked all the committee members for their input and hard work and our suppliers 

for their many generous donations, plus a very big thank you to our members for continuing to 

support us with many generous donations! 

 

The Treasurer tabled the AGM Financial Report for 1 April 2015 to 31 March 2016. He reported on 

a positive year, success with a Council Community grant, plus Council support for our heritage 

cottage and substantial members’ donations; all being deeply appreciated. Membership has 

increased marginally. The Treasurer moved members’ subscriptions remain the same, due 1 July. 

Family $30.00, Single $20.00 and new members joining after 31 December $15.00 & $10.00. 

Finally he thanked Steve Magor, our honorary auditor 

 

The President asked member Val Tilbrook to take the chair who then declared no new nominations 

had been received and all positions remained as last year.  The 2016-17 MHHS Committee is 

pictured below. 
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2016 Annual General Meeting 

Front 

Joey Duncan, Jim Morran, Malcolm Weddle,  

Anne Weddle, Meredith McInnis, Rod Pepper  

Mal Paterson. 
 

Rear 

Alan Williams, Janet Morran, David Spackman, 

Wendy Spackman (President) 
Mt Horrocks Historical Society Committee 

2016 -2017 
 

Details of the positions undertaken by the 

various committee members can be found at 

the end of this Newsletter. 

 

https://www.google.com.au/imgres?imgurl=https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/236x/7d/d4/16/7dd4169b84e8e4e7705db2fcf52aabdb.jpg&imgrefurl=https://www.pinterest.com/pin/269441990180160428/&docid=nqLkGVYKobyMDM&tbnid=Tavbmn5ZdXicEM:&w=236&h=158&hl=en&safe=active&bih=782&biw=1113&ved=0ahUKEwjSxsuandHMAhWie6YKHdMXDRM4ZBAzCDEoLDAs&iact=mrc&uact=8


  

Kadlunga Station by Meredith McInnis (cont.) 

Continuing Meredith’s article from the Autumn 2016 Newsletter…..  
 

Ned Kelly 
 

According to local folklore the infamous bushranger Ned Kelly was thought to be in this area hiding 

out after the Jerilderie Incident in 1879. There are no known recordings of exactly where Ned was 

between this time and when he met his demise at Glenrowan in 1880, a period of over 12 months.  

Several accounts have been described by old timers including one of Ned meeting up with his sister 

Kate who was thought to be living and working at one of the wine shanties along the Gulf Road. 

It has been said that he lived in a hut known as “Ned’s Hut” or “Kelly’s Place” which is on the base of 

a hill overlooking a wide river flat.  
 

Stories have also been told of Ned mixing with unsavoury types who patronised the wine shanties and 

also joining the local bushrangers involved in rustling and horse stealing. Dr John Wilson who was a 

winemaker at Polish Hill River conducted extensive research in 1990 into the legend of Ned Kelly in 

the area which was subsequently reported in the Adelaide Advertiser. He concluded that “We will 

probably never know. It seems doubtful that if this story of Ned Kelly and his association with the 

Polish Hill River area can ever be verified beyond doubt, but there are enough consistencies to make it 

credible” 
 

So whether it is true or not it makes a great story which can continue to be told down the generations. 

 

 

 

The ruins of what is believed to be Ned’s Hut  

 

Mt Horrocks Society members enjoying a picnic lunch. L – R Malcolm Paterson, 

Leo Faulkner, Wendy Spackman, David Spackman, Rod Pepper, Susan Little, 

Steve Magor, Bronwyn Willis 

 

 



                                                            

“Out of Grey’s Shadow” 
The Story of John Coles 

By 
Haydon Coles 

After 6 years of dedicated research by the author, 
the launch of this book took place at Stanley 
Grammar School, Watervale on Sunday 29th 
May.  The school was chosen as the venue for 
the launch as John Coles’ nephew Joseph Coles, 
built the school in 1863 and was headmaster 
there until he retired in 1904. 

You will have seen in the autumn edition of the 
MHHS Newsletter an article about the artificial 
hand made for Cpl. Coles in recognition of his 
exploration accomplishments with Governor 
Grey.  Coles was a devoted follower of both Grey 

and John Edward Eyre and Grey said of him: “my 

faithful and tried companion in all my 

wanderings” 

The Society is now fortunate enough to have a 
copy of this book it its library kindly donated by 
Haydon who along with his brother Geoff are 
members of MHHS. 

Haydon Coles (on the stairs) with his 
brother Geoff at the launch 

Anyone for Tennis? 

July is the month for Wimbledon when 230,000 

glasses of Pimms are downed along with 28,000 kg of 

strawberries and 7,000 litres of cream. 

In 1931 and 1932, Raymond Tuckey played the mixed 

doubles alongside his mother Agnes. They reached 

the third round in 1931, but were knocked out early 

the following year.  Agnes was 55, making her the 

oldest ever competitor (including veterans’ events). 

Did You Know? 

The world’s first mobile phone call 

was made on 3 April 1973 by 

Martin Cooper of Motorola.  The 

phone weighed 1.1kg and took 10 

hours to charge for 30 minutes of 

talk time.  The firm’s first 

commercial mobile hit the shops 10 

years later, and cost over £2,500 

($4,425). At the time, it seemed 

implausible that one day almost 

everyone would have a mobile 

phone, but by the late 1990’s most 

of us did. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

In 1947 Hans Redl of 

Austria progressed to 

the fourth round despite 

having lost his left arm 

on active service during 

WW2.  He was allowed 

to touch the ball when 

he served, tossing the 

ball into the air with his 

racket before hitting it 
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Committee Members 

President     Wendy Spackman Publicity/Newsletter   Jim Morran 

Vice-President     Janet Morran  Minute Secretary  Jim Morran 

Secretary     Anne Weddle Public Officer      David Spackman 

Treasurer     David Spackman   

COMMITTEE Joey Duncan, Alan Williams, Malcolm Weddle, Meredith McInnis, Malcolm Paterson, 

    Rod Pepper  

Contacts 

Secretary: Anne Weddle - Phone: 8843 0140  Correspondence to Secretary MHHS 

PO Box 38, WATERVALE 

SA 5452 

Email: mhhsinc@gmail.com  

Research Officer: Janet Morran - Phone: 8849 2410 - mob.0438 200253 

Details of charges for research undertaken by the Society are available on request 

Website: www.communitywebs.org/MountHorrocksHistoricalSociety 

 

 

 

$$$       2016 – 2017 SUBSCRIPTIONS NOW DUE       $$$ 

Members are reminded that subscriptions for 2016-2017 financial year fell due on 

July 1st 2016.  

The subscriptions remain at $20 Single and $30 Family. 

Pay by: Cheque, Money Order made out to “Mt Horrocks Historical Society Inc.” 
: Bank Transfer/Direct Debit: BSB No.105-030 Account No.140232440. 

(Please use your name as reference) 

Please disregard this reminder if you have already paid 

------------------------------------------------------------ 

Reminder - MHHS Email address is now: mhhsinc@gmail.com 

Visit us on Facebook  https://www.facebook.com/Mt-Horrocks-Historical-Society  

Donations & Acquisitions 

Horrocks Memoirs – Records of the family of John Ainsworth Horrocks, Pioneer and 
Founder of the Ruined Village of Penwortham and its Church on the River Hutt, Stanley 
County, South Australia written by Celia Ann Temple (nee Horrocks) in 1890.  Donated by 
Nigel Joiner of Surrey, England, who found it in a second-hand bookshop and kindly 
contacted the Society and asked if we would like the book.  

Out of Grey’s Shadow – The story of John Coles written and donated by Haydon Coles 

Books donated by Geraldine Pearce: 

 One Hundred Years on the Land – The History of the Agricultural Bureau of SA

 Reader’s Digest – Australia’s Yesterdays

 Reader’s Digest – The Exploration of Australia – from first sea voyages to satellite discoveries
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