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   MT HORROCKS HISTORICAL SOCIETY INC. 

 

 

MHHS held its AGM on 14th May at the UPPside Restaurant, 

Penwortham. There were only 10 in attendance. President 

Wendy Spackman welcomed all present and asked the 

Treasurer to present his audited Annual Report, in which he 

moved that the annual subscription remain at $30/family and 

$20/single for the coming year. The President then reported 

on the Society’s achievements for the year and an edited 

version can be seen below. Jon Ruwolt took the Chair and as 

no other nominations came forward he declared the 

Committee positions filled as listed on the last page of this 

newsletter.  A notable absence on the Committee is Alan 

Williams who passed away earlier this year. 
 

Annual General Meeting 2022 

 
Treasurer David Spackman 

presenting his financial report 

“MHHS had a very successful History Festival Cemetery Walk in May 2021. There was very good feedback 
with everyone enjoying hearing the stories from the grave followed by wine & cheese around the fire at the 
cottage. Thank you, Meredith for all the organising, Mal as our wonderful MC and all who participated. 
 

Jon Ruwolt has got our web page up and running at minimal cost enabling changes and the addition of 
newsletters. Jon resigned as a committee member, due to distance and other commitments, however, thank 
you Jon for your expertise and hours of work.  
 

Bob Tresize assisted by Jim has installed a replacement pipe at the cottage entrance, with gravel added, we 
now have a safe pathway to the front gate. Thank you, Bob for your help with this project. 
 

No word from the Council of any further plans for the Institute, so we are still in limbo. Our heritage signage is 
still a work in progress. 
 

A very enjoyable Christmas lunch was held at The Little Red Grape, Leasingham. During the year we held a 
meeting at Janet & Jim’s residence in Goolwa and enjoyed a lovely meal at the Corio Hotel and coped with 
our first Zoom meeting! 
 

We recently had a clean-up at St Mark’s cemetery, ready for the History Festival walk for 2022. 
 

Sadly, during the year we lost Alan Williams as a committee member due to illness; he will be sorely missed  
 

Thank you to our small committee for your input, hard work and support during the year.” 
 

Wendy Spackman 
President 2021/22 

 
 
 

 

President’s Report: 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SA History Festival 2022 Event 

“A Twilight Walk among Penwortham’s Gravestones” 

 

 

 

One such ‘actor’ was Shirley Jenner who gave a very interesting 

account of her ancestor Kudnarto, an aboriginal woman who testified 

at the trial of  a murder case, the victim of which, a man named James 

Mensforth is interred somewhere in the cemetery. His side of the story 

was told by Doug Booth 
 

Information about another descendant of Kudnarto can be found on 

the following page. 

Following the success of the MHHS event in last year’s History Festival, it was decided to hold 

a similar event this year.  On 14th May at 4.30 pm a group of 20+ visitors were greeted at St. 

Mark’s Church by event organiser, Meredith McInnis.  

After visiting the church, the group, led by 

Tour Leader, Mal Paterson, visited the graves 

in the cemetery.  To the groups surprise, a 

number of the ‘inhabitants’ made an 

unexpected appearance to tell their stories.   

Another very interesting inhabitant of 

the cemetery is Joseph Stear Carlyon 

Cole, (1832-1916), the founder of 

Stanley Grammar School at Watervale.  

He was Headmaster at the school from       

1877 until 1904. His story was told by 

MHHS member Terry Forrest. 

The walk was once again followed by a fireside gathering at 

Horrocks’ Cottage where visitors enjoyed wine donated by 

O’Leary Walker and individual small cheese plates served by 

MHHS Committee members.  Since the event, many positive 

comments have been coming our way which is mostly down to 

Meredith and her excellent organisation of the event albeit 

assisted by her ‘actors’ and fellow committee members on hand 

during the evening. Thanks go to Steve Magor & Bronwyn Willis 

for ‘holding the fort’ at the cottage during the walk 
 

 

Shirley Jenner 

Terry Forrest beside the grave of Joseph S.C. Cole 
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As a child she rode horses, swam and even taught 

herself the organ.  She left school at 12, worked at a 

dairy and trained as a midwife. In the 1940s she 

joined the Aboriginal Advancement League of South 

Australia and served on its activities committee in the 

1960s.   

She founded the Council of Aboriginal Women of 

SA, which worked to advance Aboriginal rights 

within the community.  This council employed a 

social worker, set up sports clubs and arts and craft 

groups, and taught women public speaking so they 

could make their voices heard.  This group was also 

significant in campaigning for the ‘Yes’ vote in the 

1967 referendum for Aboriginal peoples.  They also 

set up a women’s shelter and health service in 

Adelaide, and laid the foundation for a legal aid 

service and a kindergarten.  The council expanded to 

include men and was renamed the Aboriginal Council 

of South Australia in 1973.   

In the 1960s Gladys continued championing adult 

education courses for Aboriginal peoples and 

arranged evening classes.  In 1966-67, she joined the 

SA Aboriginal Affairs Board and was appointed as a 

Member of the Order of the British Empire in 1971.  

In 1977, she founded the Aboriginal Medical Service 

and in 1984 she was made South Australian 

Aborigine of the Year.  Gladys died in 1988 at Daw 

Park, Adelaide. 
 

 

 

Known as ‘Aunty Glad’, 

Gladys Elphick was an 

Aboriginal community leader 

who actively campaigned for 

Aboriginal and women’s rights 

throughout her life.  She was 

born on 27th August 1904 in 

Adelaide, the maternal great-

granddaughter of Kudnarto.    

Gladys Elphick 

MHHS has donated various documents to 
the State Library of South Australia.  These 
letters etc. were donated to the Society by 
Nancy Turner (nee Penna) and have been 
added to a collection already held by the 
State library. (SLSA PRG 1511 Private 
Collection –Penna Family) 
 

 Letter written by William Herbert Penna 
from Heliopolis, Cairo, dated 2nd April 
1916 to his family.  The library already 
has letters from W.H. Penna (PRG 
1511) and this could be added to that 
collection. 

 Report re: The Home Guard S.A. 
Command - 7 pages – Oct/ Sept 1942 
(also written by W.H. Penna) 

 6 letters from Sgt Smith A. Squadron 
2/9 Armed Reg., Australia,   dated May-
Dec. 1945 

 

The Society wishes to thank member 

Haydon Coles for his kind words in a recent 

article in the local Plains Producer 

newspaper - an extract of which is below: 
 
Dear Editor, 
I am writing to praise and endorse the 
work of historical associations in your 
region.  I have written 2 books about 
relatives that hailed from Clare and 
surrounding districts.  They are “Out of 
Grey’s Shadow” the story of Cpl. John 
Coles, soldier, pioneer and explorer with 
Sir George Grey and Edward John Eyre 
and “An Eye for Retail” Geoffrey Coles 
AO.  The assistance of Mt Horrocks 
Historical Society and the Clare 
Regional History Group has been 
invaluable.  The ready assistance of the 
volunteers has amazed me.  
 
I am a member of both MHHS & CRHG. 
 
Haydon Coles, 
Toowong, Qld. 

Article in the Plains Producer 
By Haydon Coles 

*******************************
** 

She was a highly respected elder 

known for her sharp sense of 

humour and shrewd personality, 

and was deeply loved in the 

community. In 2003, the 

Aboriginal women’s group 

advising the International 

Women’s Day Committee (South 

Australia) instated the inaugural 

Gladys Elphick Award to 

commemorate her.   
 

    

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

Committee Members  

President                    Wendy Spackman (0417175234) Newsletter                  Jim Morran & Meredith McInnis 

Vice-President              Janet Morran                   Minute Secretary        Jim Morran 

Secretary                            Mal Paterson                                Publicity                     Meredith McInnis       

Treasurer                            David Spackman            Public Officer             David Spackman 
                          

Contact 

Secretary: Mal Paterson - Phone: 8843 4123                 Correspondence to: Secretary MHHS 

                                                       PO Box 38, WATERVALE 

       SA 5452 

                                                                   Email: mhhsinc@gmail.com   
 

Research Officer: Janet Morran - Phone: 0493 255357 

Details of charges for research undertaken by the Society are available on request 

Website: www.mthorrocks.org  
 

 

 

 

 

 

2022-2023 SUBSCRIPTIONS NOW DUE 
 

Members are reminded that subscriptions for the 2022-2023 financial year fell 
due on July 1st 2022.  

 
They remain set at $20 Single and $30 Family. 

 

 

Pay by: Cheque, Money Order made out to “Mt Horrocks Historical Society Inc.” 
: Bank Transfer/Direct Debit: BSB No.105-030 Account No.140232440. 

(Please use your name as reference) 
 

Please ignore this notice if you have already paid your subs. 

Acquisitions & Donations 

 

Earlier this year MHHS acquired an LG Laptop to 

be dedicated to digitising and cataloguing the 

Society’s Collection.  This purchase was made 

possible thanks to a CHART grant:  (Australian 

Government; Culture, Heritage & Arts Regional 

Tourism. The Photographic Collection is currently 

being digitised as are the Society’s collection of 

Family Histories. Once completed, the list of 

digitised items will be added to the MHHS website.  

We trust members have taken the opportunity to 

visit the website, where you can read Newsletters 

past and present as well as some very informative 

blogs. www.mthorrocks.org  

mailto:mhhsinc@gmail.com
http://www.mthorrocks.org/
http://www.mthorrocks.org/

